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Addison  Hassell 


(1821  -  1900) 

Addison  Hassell,  the  son  of  George  Edward  Hassell  and  Judith  Kendrick 
was  born  31  July  1821  in  Columbia  County,  Georgia*  He  married  in  Richmond 
County,  Georgia,  on  8  April  1815,  Martha  Ann  Palmer*  She  was  born  to 
Isaac  Palmer  and  Mary  Revel  on  3  Nov.  1822.  Their  children  were  as  follows: 

Frances  Matilda  Hassell,  born  2  Jan.  181+6,  died  26  Feb*  1926; 
m.  Feb*  I887.  Randall  Fuaquay. 

Edward  Clayton  Hassell,  born  18  Apr*  1818,  died  22  Mar «  1916; 
m.  llj.  Feb0  1879,  Margaret  Flowers* 

Caroline  Elizabeth  Hassell,  born  9  Apr.  I85O,  died  llj.  Nov*  1925; 
m.  2 U  Feb*  I878,  Sylvanus  Dorr  Dewey* 

Uriah  Eaton  Hassell,  bora  31  May  1853,  diod  15  Feb*  1903;  nu  1st, 

Martha  C*  Merriman,  23  May  1885;  2nd,  Ludie  Ellis  on  18  Oct*  1897* 
infant  Hassell,  born  about  1855  and  died  same  day  as  born* 

Joseph  Addison  KasseJl,  born  l!  Feb*  1857,  snd  died  26  Aug*  1916* 

Mary  Winnifred  Hassell,  born  21  Nov*  1859,  died  Dec*  1910; 
m*  Charlie  Scott 

Dorothy  Palmer  Hassell,  born  23  Oct.  1865,  died  18  Oct*  1929? 
m.  George  Eli  Merriman 
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George  Edward  Hassell 
father  of 
Addison 

Addison  Hassell  is  enumerated  in  the  1880  Madison  County,  U.S.  Consus 
return  for  Florida,  which  gives  the  state  of  birth  for  each  member  of  the 
family,  and  the  state  where  each  of  the  parents  were  born.  Addison  states 
that  both  his  father  and  mother  were  born  in  Georgia. 

His  father  who  has  been  remembered  in  the  family  only  as  G.  Edward 
Hassell,  was  born  prior  to  the  turn  of  the  century,  1800,  how  long  bofore 
we  do  not  yet  knew,  (Note:  His  sister,  Priscilla  Hassell,  married  James 
Ramsey  8  Oct.  1803 j  assuming  then  that  she  was  born  about  1783,  and  if  he 
were  born  prior  to  her,  he  may  have  been  born  as  early  as  1780;  or  he  may 
have  been  born  as  late  as  1795,  based  on  his  son’s  birth;  if  he  was  born 
near  1780,  he  could  be  the  only  Edward  in  Columbia  County,  Georgia,  records, 
or  from  1807  until  his  death  in  I824I4)  • 

There  is  no  census  in  existance  for  Georgia  prior  to  1820,  but  using  the 
1806  so-called  Land  Lottery  for  a  substitute  census,  this  being  a  list  of 
residents  drawing  for  land  in  this  lottery  who  actually  registered  in  the 
year  of  1803,  we  find  that  Robert  and  Shildrake  Kendrick  Were  already  in 
Columbia  County,  as  were  the  "orphans"  of  Solomon  Hassell,  but  no  other 
Hassell  name  was  found.  Though  it  seems  that  our  ancestor  should  have  been 
enumerated  in  the  1820,  1830  and  18i40  censuses  for  Columbia,  such  is  not 
the  oase. 

In  May  of  1807,  the  16th  day,  a  deed  was  made  and  registred  May  26,  1807, 
in  Columbia  County  where  E.  Hassell  and  William  Fleming  purchased  for  $220 
land  on  the  waters  of  Little  River,  consisting  of  589  acres  originally  granted 
to  Charles  McKinnon  7  Feb.  1775*  (Ref:  Deed  Book  0,  p,  6).  The  clerk  who 
recorded  this  deed  headed  it  at  the  top  of  the  page,  "James  Luke  to  William 
Fleming  and  G,  E,  Hassell".  Whether  this  Hassell  may  have  been  the  father 
Edward  for  whom  the  son  was  named,  the  grandfather  to  Addison,  we  do  not  know. 

This  same  land  was  relinquished  by  Edward  Hassel  on  22  Oct.  1818.  Also 
about  the  year  1818,  Edward  Hassell  is  listed  $11,  Juror,  case  of  John 
McKinnie  vs  Allen  Lovelace. 

Family  tradition  stated  that  these  Hassells  lived  both  in  Lincoln 
County  and  Columbia  County,  so  the  former  court  records  were  searched  and 
in  Deed  Book  K,  page  952,  record  was  found  where  Edward  Hassell  purchased 
from  Washington  Jefferson  Landers,  Dec.  2,  1828,  recorded  Apr.  5,  1836,  100 
acres  of  land  in  the  town  of  Lincolnton.  No' other  record  was  found  in  that 
county  on  Hassells.  Back  in  Columbia  County,  deeds  from  or  to  Edward  Hassell: 
1828,  sells  to  John  Wilkins  316  acres  for  $200  (LL,  pli+O);  1835,  mortgage 
payable  to  John  Smith,  amount  of  $1+65  for  a  man  slave  named  Leath  (Z,  p  533); 
ISI^  he  sells  to  Richard  Eubank  for  $500,  2I46  acres  land.  In  the  records 
of  land  grants,  none  appear  for  Edward  Hassell,  or  any  othor  Hassell. 

Edward  Hassell  died  27  Dec.  I8J4I4,  and  we  find  in  the  Columbia  Co.  admin¬ 
istration  of  his  estate  that  James  Fleming  and  John  Phillips  were  the 
administrators.  His  estate  was  apparently  small,  or  had  dwindled  to  $261.35 
by  May  181+7 .  Martha,  his  wife,  died  23  June  181+5 •  However,  in  the  year 
181+2,  he  paid  tax  upon  his  lands  consisting  of  9  paroles  of  from  250  to  1+90 
acres  each  in  Early,  Irwin,  and  Appling  Counties. 
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So  much  for  the  documented  records  found  in  this  small  town  of  Appling, 
Georgia,  where  there  is  not  much  else  but  a  courthouse  to  the  present  day* 

It  was  here,  however,  that  ho  served  in  the  capacity  of  Tcoc  Collector,  which 
office  he  held  at  tho  time  of  his  death.  His  commission  reads  as  follows: 

"STATE  OF  GEORGIA 

By  His  Excellency  George  M.  Troup  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief 
of  tho  Army  &  Navy  and  tho  Militia  thereof  To  Edward  Hassell 
Esquire,  Greeting:  Whereas  you  were  elected  on  the  fifth  day  of 
January  Inst  Receiver  of  Returns  of  taxable  property  for  the  county 
of  Columbia  for  the  year  1821;  I  do  therefore,  by  virtue  vested  in 
me  by  law,  hereby  commission  you  the  said  Edward  Hassell  Receiver 
as  aforesaid* 

"You  aro  therefore  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  do  and  perform, 
all  and  singular  the  duties  incumbent  on  you  as  Receiver  of  returns 
of  taxable  property  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty  four  in 
the  county  of  Columbia  aforesaid,  according  to  law,  and  the  trust 
roposod  in  you* 

"Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Seal  of  the  Executive,  at  the  State 
House  in  Milledgeville,  this  Thirteenth  day  of  January  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  four  and  of  the 
Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  forty  eighth* 

"By  the  Governor:  E.  Hamilton,  Secy." 

There  follows  other  similar  commissions  for  following  years  he  served* 

G.  Edward  Hassell’s  marriages  have’t  been  found  recorded,  but  from 
family  tradition,  he  married  first  Judith  Kendrick,  who  according  to  the 
census  was  born  1801*  However,  the  son  that  was  born  to  them,  our  Addison 
Hassell,  was  not  reared  by  her,  but' by  the  second  wife  who  was  the  only 
mother  that  Addison  grew  up  to  know,  Martha"  (called  Patsy)  Fleming,  the 
Flemings  being  a  prominent  family  of  that  area  of  Georgia.  It  is  estimated 
that  she,  too,  was  born  about  1801,  though  she  could  have  been  born  later* 

To  this  couple  were  born: 

1.  Sarah  Hassell  who  m.  after  I8I45  Mr.  Blalock  and  lived  in  Augusta,  Ga, 

2,  Mary  Hassell,  m.  I4  Apr.  I8I48,  William  A.  H,  Marshall,  and  died  soon  after* 
3*  Solomon  Ha.ssell,  moved  to  Texas,  Stewart  Mills,  Nevaro  Co.,  prob.  early 

in  1873 5  had  5  daughters  by  Aug.  1873  acc«  to  letter  written  by  Addison 
to  Sarah,  his  sister,  ' 

1;.  Martha  Frances  Hassell,  born  27  Apr.  1835*  died  6  July  1919;  m.  1st 
James  E.  Ivey;  2nd,  Jesse  P.  Lansdale 
5*  Charles  Hassell,  killed  in  Civil  War;  m.  a  Va,  girl,  issue,  one  son 
6.  Josephine  E*  (Josie)  Hassell,  b.  ISiql;,  d*  cJune  1889;  m*  William  Hayles 
1  •  James  Hassell,  probably  died  young, 

Judith  Kendrick  married  Oct.  1822,  Joseph  Goings,  born  1790,  less 
than  a  year  after  Addison’s  birth,  and  by  him  had  Francis,  born  1828,  John 
born  I83I,  James  born  1832,, Mary  born  1835*  They  moved  to  Dougherty  County 
where  they  were  enumerated  in  the  I860  census*  Apparently,  Addison  had  no 
contact  with  his  mother,  being  reared  by  his  father  and  knowing  only  his 
step-mother  as  a  mother. 

Research  which  was  done  by  a  genealogist  a  f ew  years  ago  and  which 
concentrated  on  the  Fleming  ancestry  brought  forth  some  Valuable  data  on 
these  lines,  some  of  which  has  been  checked  and  verified,  but  some  has  not 
been  proven  entirely  to  our  satisfaction* 
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From  the  will  of  Mary  Fleming  (made  the  23rd  day  of  August  1835*  and 
proven  September  7>  1835)*  we  learn  that  she  was  the  mother  of  Edward  Hassell, 
Priscilla  Ramsey,  James  Fleming,  Joel  Fleming,  and  Agnes  Davis.  She  further 
mentioned  her  deceased  son,  Laird  (Fleming).  She  was  then  the  widow  of  James 
Fleming  whose  estate  was  ordered  partitioned  on  September  22,  1813 •  His 
estate  included  800  acres  of  land  on  Sullivans  Creek,  Columbia  County,  Georgia 
His  heirs  by  Mary  Fleming  were  named  with  her  as  their  guardian,  as  Agnes, 
James,  Laird  and  Joel  Fleming.  He  had  other  children  by  an  earlier  marriage 
who  reoeived  a  portion  of  his  estate.  Mary  Hassoll-Flemingfs  maiden  name 
is  not  known.  Her  Hassell  children  by  Edward,  were  Edward  and  Priscilla. 
Priscilla  had  married  James  Ramsey,  son  of  Randolph  and  Mary  (Newton)  Ramsey, 
and  lived  in  Talbotton,  Georgia.  Her  mother  left  her  only  $1,00,  but  to 
Edward  she  gave  an  equal  part  of  her' estate  as  her  Fleming  children.  It 
appears  that  he  and  his  half-brother,  James  Fleming,  administered  to  her 
estate  after  her  death.  Her  daughter,  Agnes  Davis,  born  Agnes  Fleming,  had 
married  Mark  Davis  prior  to  this  will. 

The  acceptance  -a  few  years  ago  of  the  father  of  Go  Edward  Hassell  as 
having  been  G.  Edward,  George  Edward  Hassell,  Sr,,  was  done  solely  on  the  word 
of  a  genealogist,  Frances  Corry  Lane,  who  stated  that  descendants  of  Priscilla 
Ramsey  gave  this  information  and  that  she  found  some  reference  in  Columbia 
Courthouse  which  she  could  not  find  at  the  time  of  writing  her  letter,  nor 
had  she  included  same  in  her  report;  neither  have  I  been  able  to  find  anything 
on  my  trip  there  to  indicate  there  even  was  a  Sr,  by  the  same  name,  though 
there  may  have  been.  There  seems  to  be  a  possibility  even  that  our  Edward 
or  G.  Edward  Hassell  may  have  been  the  son  of  one  Solomon,  whose  name  does 
appear  in  the  before-mentioned  1806  land  lottery  list.  No  visits  to  any 
des cedants  living  in  the  Columbia  County  area  have  been  made.  My  time  spent 
on  my  one  trip  to  that  section  was  spent  in  the  courthouses  of  Columbia, 
Lincoln  and  Richmond  Counties.  The  genealogist  had  further  stated  that 
this  Edward  Sr,  was  of  Charleston,  S.C.,  but  that  I  was  unable  to  verify 
through  my  own  research  there  and  in  Columbia,  South  Carolina, 

Tho  children  of  James  Fleming,  named  as  Samuel  Flailing,  Robert  Fleming, 
John  Fleming,  Eleanor  Fleming  Bussey,  Martha  Fleming  (then  the  wife  of  John 
Fleming),  in  the  partition  of  the  estate,  has  brought  forth  the  conclusion 
that  Martha  Fleming  who  married  Edward  Hassell  was  his  step-sister,  being 
the  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Fleming,  and  the  former  wife  of  one  John 
Fleming.  Much  Fleming  ancestry  and  family  history  is  available  from  the 
Fleming  manuscript,  and  apparently  more  was  known  on  this  family  by  the 
genealogist  due  to  a  previous  work  on  same.  (This  manuscript  available  upon 
request  for  lending  purposes), 

Addison  Hassell^  first  four  children  were  born  in  Columbia  County 
where  he  is  enumerated  in  the  1850  census,  but  sometime  between  1853  and  1857 
he  had  moved  to  Lowndes  County  (Georgia)  in  the  portion  which  became  Brooks 
County  shortly  after.  Later  he  r amoved  to  Madison  County,  Florida,  where 
he  is  enumerated  in  tho  1880  census  of  that  county  as  Family  jf= 366,  House 
#557,  as  called  upon  by  the  census  taker.  Frances,  Uriah,  Joseph,  Mary  and 
Dorothy  were  still  at  home  with  he  and  Martha,  and  Edward  Clayton  was  living 
next  door  with  his  wife  Margaret  and  young  son,  J.  Edward, 

According  to  family  records  copied  from  the  bible  before  I  began  this 
research,  Addison  Hassell  died  17  Jan.  1900  near  Ashville  in  Jefferson  County, 
Florida,  and  was  buried  18  January  1900  near  Quitman  in  Brooks  County,  Georgia 


. 

. 
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His  wife,  Martha  Ann,  died  in  August  1900,  same  place,  and  was  buried  with 
him.  (See  her  lineage,  the  Palmers,  in  the  previous  issue  of  this  family- 
bulletin)  • 

Their  oldest  daughter  Frances  Matilda  Fuaquay,  whose  husband  Randall 
was  the  son  of  Ransom©  and  Tonpie  Fuaquay,  reared  Ellis  Hudson  Fuaquay,  an 
adopted  son  born  1898  and  who  married  Estelle  Greason,  both  of  whom  yet 
reside  in  Quitman,  Brooks  County,  Georgia,  area  where  he  was  roared. 

Edward  Clayton  Hassell  and  wife,  Margaret  Theresa,  the  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Rebecca  (Flowers)  Raccard,  resided  in  Madison,  Madison  County, 
Florida,  where  ho  was  a  prominent  merchant  and  farmer.  His  children  were: 

1.  Joseph  Edward,  born  3  Oct.  1878,  died  April  1916*  He  was  married  to 
Alice  King  and  had  one  son,  Joseph  Edward,  Jr.,  who  m.  Elizabeth  Cox 
of  DoFuniak  Springs,  daughter  of  a  Methodist  minister  of  Hickory,  N.C. 

He  was  known  as  ’’Eddie”  and  he  died  of  the  flu  and  malaria  during 
World  War  $1;  his  widow  remarried  to  Waver ly  Wadsworth  and  had 
Frances  Julienne,  born  Nov.  1,  19^4-5 • 

2.  Cora  Hassell  m.  Hugh  Monroe  Sutton  and  had  two  children,  Hugh  Monroe,  Jr., 
attorney,  in  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Fla.,' and  Eula  Margaret  Sutton,  who 

m.  A1  Schreiber  and  lives  in  Miami,  Fla. 

3.  Archie  Hassell 

b»  Eula  Hassell, ' died  21  Sept.  1910,  unmarried* 

5*  Pearl  Hassell,  m.  Worth  Dexter  (deceased),  and  lives  in  Sarasota,  Fla. 

She  has  one  son.  Worth  Dexter,  Jr.,  who  is  married  and  has  issue. 

6.  Willie  Esther  (Billie)  Hassell,  born  15  Oct.  1898,  d.  7  Oct.  19h5; 
sho  m.  16  Oct.  1920,  Winder  Hillman  Surrency,  yet  living.  They  had 
two  sons,  both  died  unmarried* 

Andrew  Dorr  Dewey,  Sr.,  and  first  wife,  Lucy  Keziah'  Carpenter ,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  E.  and  Hannah  Elizabeth  (Dilley)  Carpenter,  born  Oakridge, 
Warren  Co.,  Kiss.,  died  and  left  children: 

1  •  Ruth  Dewey,  born  15  Jan.  1910,  Oakley,  Oassie,  Idaho,  d.  9  July  193b» 

2,  Andrew  Dorr  Dewey,  Jr.,  b.  2  Apr.  1911,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  m. 

15  Apr.  1931,  Avanol  W,  Allen* 

3*  George  Caroenter  Dewey,  b.  27  Mar.  1916 


Andrew  Dorr  Dewey,  Sr.,  married  second  a  cousin  of  his  first  wife,  Lucy. 

Uriah  Eaton  Hassell  and  1st  wife,  Martha  Caroline  Merrima.n,  born  19 
July  1866,  d*  15  Oct,  1897,  dau.  of  George  Henry  and  Caroline  Elizabeth 
(Lewis)  Merriman,  had  children: 

!•  Palmer  Livingston  Hassell,  born  1  Sept.  1886,  married - ?;  had  one 

daughter;  his  wife  died  and  he  left  and  his  whereabouts  is  unknown. 

2.  Clayton  Hassell,  born  1888,  died  in  infancy". 

3*  Theodore  Fleming  Hassell,  born  20  Dec.  1889,  m.  Violet  Pearl  Main,  lives 
Phoenix,  Arizona. 

I;*  Maner  May  Hassell,  born  2I4  July  1891,  m.  Annie  Lamb,  moved  to  Ashland, 
Oregon;  his  children  and  their  families  live  there  also. 

5«  Sadie  Hassell 

6.  Lula  Eugenia  Hassell,  born  3  Sept.  1895,  died  II4  Sept.  1918;  m.  7  Aug, 
1911+,  Benjamin  Tarlton  Lewis. 
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On  18  Oct#  1897,  Uriah  Eaton  Hassell  m#  at  Monticello,  Fla#,  Ludie 
Ellis,  dau#  of  William  Rufus  and  Martha  Elizaboth  (Solomon)  Ellis,  who  was 
born  28  Jan#  1875  in  Coffee  County,  Alabama#  Her  socond  husband  was  John 
T#  Whitten#  Hassell  issue: 

11  Wilford  Clair  Hassoll,  born  6  July  1898 
2*  Lyman  Snow  Hassell 

By  Whitten  she  had  Manota,  Lufton,  Zorena,  Anthony,  Ellis.  (My  records 
are  incomplete)#  Uriah  Eaton  Hassoll  ronoved  to  Texas  where  he  died  and  is 
buried  in  that  state# 

Joseph  Addison  Hassell  and  his  wife,  Jane  Amelia  Merriman,  (see  Novem¬ 
ber  1956  Hassell-Merriman  News  for  her  Merriman  ancestry'  as  far  as  it  is 
known),  lived  their  last  years  in  Quitman,  Brooks  County,  Georgia,  though 
their  children  were  born  in  Ashville,  Jefferson,  Florida,  or  hear  there# 

Joseph  (Joe)  and  Jane  (Jenny)  were  both  born  in  Brooks  County,  though  at 
the  time  of  his  birth  it  was  a  part  of  Lowndes  County,  but  had  been  made 
Brooks  County  by  the  time  she  was  born,  10  Sept#  186I|#  They  were  married 

12  Nov#  I885  at  Monticello,  Jefferson  County,  Florida#  Jennie  Hassell  died 
li;  July  19li5*  Their  children  were: 

1#  Bessio  Irene  Hassell,  born  11  Sept.  1886,  married  15  June  1908,  to 
Columbus  Jasper  Porter;  lives  Quitman,  Ga# 

2#  Ida  Belle  Hassell,  born  18  Nov,  I887,  m#  31  Dec#  1906  Riley  Cleon  Tison; 
she  died  ll|  July  1956,  Quitman,  Ga# 

3*  Joel  Fleming  Hassell,  born  22  Jan#  1889;  m#  1st,  Annie  Rosalie  Tison, 

26  Sept.  1910,  by  whom  all  his  children  were  born;  he  married  2nd, 

Bessie  Lemon.  They  reside  Quitman,  Georgia# 
i|.  George  Homer  Hassell,  born  Nov#  1890;  m.  29  Jan#  192I+,  Mildred  F.  Ferguson;, 
died  19  May  1958* 

5*  Willie  Addison  Hassell,  born  3  liar.  I89ii;  m#  30  Nov# '  1913s  Bessie  V.  Barker# 
6#  Frank  Lester  Hassell,  born  19  Sept#  1897s  ra*  in  1922,  Rhilla  Griffin# 

They  live  in  Memphis,  Term. 

7#  Jane  Amelia  Merriman,  born  1896#  Died  in  infancy# 

Dorothy  Palmer  Hassell  and  her  husband,  George  Eli  Merriman,  (see 
November  1956  Hassell-Merriman  News  for  his  Merriman  ancestry),  reared  the 
largest  family  Of  these  Hassells#  She,  too,  was  married  in  Monticello, 
Jefferson  County,  Fla.  Her  first  two  children  were  born  in  Florida,  near 
Greenville  of  Madison  County;  the  next  ten  children  were  born  near  Ashville 
in  Jefferson  County;  but  the  last  three  were  born  as  follows:  Seymour  in 
Quitman,  Brooks  Co.,  Ga#;  Dudley  in  Ashville,  Jefferson  Co.,  Fla.,  and  Roy 
‘in  Quitman,  Brooks sCo.,  Ga.  The  order  of  their  children  is  as  follows: 

1#  Leola  Alene  Merriman,  born  15  Aug.  1887,  died  23  Mar#  1950  in  Idaho; 
m.  11  Sept#  1908  idles  Horton  Durfee  (deceased);  children  in  the  West. 

2.  Neta  Gertrue  Merriman,  b.  15  Aug.  1888;  m#  2  Aug#  1909,  Aurelio  Castol- 
eiro  who  was  born  21  Oct.  1885  in  Coruna,  Redes,  Spain,  son  of 
Mariano  and  Maria  (Freire)  Casteleiro>  she  died  30  Nov#  19l|2» 

3.  Rossie  Bernard  Merriman,  b.  7  Nov.  1889,  md.  31  Oct*  1920  Earl  Clark 
Brock ett;  lives  Bunnell,  Florida. 

I|.  George  Henry  Merriman,  b#  8  Apr#  1891;  unmarried;  lives  Thomasville,  Ga# 

5»  Carrie  Eugenia  Merriman,  b.  10  Apr.  1892,  d.  29  Sept.  1952;  m.  3°  Nov# 

1921,  William  Arthur  Pritchett 

Irene  Virginia  Merriman,  b#  3  July  1893,  d#  28  July  1893 ;  infant 
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7.  Stirling  Morris  Merriman,  b.  27  June  1891;;  d.  28  Sopt.  1891;,  infancy. 

8.  Ida  Belle  Merriman,  his  twin;  d.  9  Oct.  1891;,  infancy. 

9.  Ada  Elizabeth  Merriman,  be  30  July  1895,  d.  3  Aug.  1895,  infancy. 

10.  Joseph  David  Merriman,  (stillborn),  26  Oct.  I896 

U*  Jllma  Virginia  Morriman,  b.  JO  July  1895,  d.  16  Apr,  1951+;  m.  11  July  1920 
Jerome  Darby,  from  whom  she  was  divorced;  no  issue 

12.  Joseph  Eli  Merriman,  b.  11  Oct.  1901,  m.  31  Dec.  1927,  Mario  Camille 

chmitz;  they  reside  in  Now  Orleans,  La.;  one  daughter. 

13.  Seymour  Edward  Merriman,  b.  22  Juno  1903;  unmarried. 

II;.  Dudley  Stevenson  Merriman,  born  19  Sept.  1899;  unmarried. 

15*  LeRoy  Payne  Morriman,  born  ll;  Nov.  1906;  unmarried 

„  ajj-"0W  ^fT  ^U0^eci  ^-n  Dull  a  letter,  photostatic  copy  in  my  possession, 
from  Addison  Hassell  to  his  sister,  Sarah  Hassell  Blalock; 

"Sandyford  Madison  County  Florida  August  10th  1Q71 

"Dear  Sister  Sarah  it  has  been  a  long  time  since  I  have  written  to  you  or 
received  a  letter  from  you  so  long  that  I  have  forgotten  how  long  it  has 
been  but  I  suppose  it  is  not  to  late  provided  God  has  seen  fit  to  spare 
your  life  as  he  has  mine  (unprofitable  as  it  is.)  nor  do  I  know  whether 
Augusta  is  the  place  to  direct  to  you  or  not  because  if  I  recollect  right 
when  you  last  wrote  to  me  you  spoke  of  Mr  Blalocks  being  in  Atlanta  and 
that  there  was  a  probability  of  your  moving  there  (to  Atlanta)  but  said 
you  would  inform  me  if  you  did  and  I  have  never  heard  any  more  from  you  since 
so  will  write  and  venture  to  direct  as  formerly  hoping  it  will  be  all 
right,  I  am  happy  to  state  to  you  as  well  as  thankful  to  my  God  that  I  my 
wife  and  all  the  children  (seven  in  number)  are  yet  the  spared  monument  of 
his  mercy  and  are  all  in  very  good  health  at  this  time.  I  have  four 
daughters  and  three  sons  three  of  which  are  over  twenty  one  years  of  age  to 
wit  1  son  and  2  daughters  none  of  them  married  yet  and  all  living  with  me 
my  youngest  is  a  daughter  going  on  six  years  old.  By  the  number  of  grown 
children  that  I  have  you  vail  be  sure  indeed  that  I  am  getting  to  be  a 
tolerable  old  man.  I  was  50  the  21st  of  July  last.  As  you  have  never  seen 
any  of ^ my  children  and  consequently  are  not  familiar  with  their  names  I 
will  give  them  1st  eldest  Frances  2nd  Edward  3rd  Caroline  I;th  Uriah 
5  Joseph  6  Mary  7  Dorothy.  This  is  the  15th  year  since  I  left  Old  Col- 
umbia  and  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  been  very  well  pleased  with  the  country 
0  the  15  years  I  lived  10  in  Lowndes  County  I4  in  Brooks  and  this  the  15th 
year  1  am  in  Madison  Co  Florida  and  like  it  less  than  either  of  the  other 
places  and  the  reasons  are  as  follows  in  the  1st  place  the  laws  of  Florida 
are  not  near  so  good  as  Ga  and  the  reason  they  are  not  there  is  no  good  man 
m  oDfice  because  the  few  good  people  that  are  here  are  unable  to  elect  such 
as  the  government  of  Fla  is  in  the  hands  of  Carpet  Baggers  from  the  North, 

1  erior  whites  of  the  South  and  the  negroes  consequently  we  have  a  poor 
government  here  taxes  are  enormous  people  are  taxed  beyond  there  ability  to 
pay  The  taxes  that  is  required  out  of  this  county  alone  this  year  is  I;5,000 
dollars  There  is  to  be  a  state  convention  soon  to  convene  at  La  Re  City  to 
ry  o  adopt  measures  to  relieve  the  people  in  some  degree  of  their  burden 
of  taxation  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  mil  succeed  I  like  brooks  Co  the  best 
of  any  whore  I  havo  livod  or  soon  sinco  I  loft  Old  Columbia  ond  I  think  I 
shall  roturn  thoro  after  one  moro  year  if  not  next  yoar  Thoro  is  no  such 
thing  up  to  this  timo  as  nogrocs  holding  office  or  sotting  on  jurys  (in 
roolcsj  here  in  Madison  Fla  they  do  both  Quitman  the  county  sight  of  Brooks 
is  a  very  enterprising  and  flourishing  little  town  situated  on  the  A  &  G  Rail 
Road  17h  miles  from  Savannah  business  of  various  kinds  is  very  brief  there 
and  there  is  a  cotton  Factory  now  in  progress  in  that  place  The  people  who 
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compose  this  little  town  and  t  he  county  in  which  it  is  situated  is  by  far 
the  most  industrious  and  enterprizing  people  I  have  struck  since  I  left 
Columbia  I  think  if  you  ever  have  any  idoa  of  loaveing  Augusta  that  you 
would  be  pleased  with  this  place  if  you  could  see  it.  I  think  if  I  can 
situate  myself  somowheres  in  the  county  and  not  far  from  town  I  shall  do 
so  booause  I  like  it  bettor  than  any  of  south  Georgia  or  Florida  that  I 
have  seen  The  society  is  very  good  both  in  town  and  country  There  is  no 
objection  to  the  farming  qualities  of  the  land  where  I  am  I  have  an 
excellent  crop  of  corn  and  a  very  good  crop  of  cotton  this  year  but  the 
objections  I  have  abov.e  alluded  to  is  what  I  have  against  it  as  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  so  long  before  I  write  again  I  will  close,  I  have  some  how 
heard  that  Mr  Blalock  was  dead  but  know  not  the  certainty  of  it  Write  soon 
and  give  me  all  the  news  that  you  have  and  tell  me  what  you  know  of  Brother 
Solomon  Sister  Frances  and  Josephine  I  remain  as  ever  your  affectionate 

Brother  Addison  Hassel" 


The  above  letter  is  quoted  as  written,  without  punctuation  generally, 
as  was  often  the  case  a  few  years  back,  and  a  few  misspelled  words,  but  oven 
so  very  well  written  and  consisting  of  three  pages  of  paper,  I  note  that  he 
states  his  birthday  as  21st,  whereas  I  give  it  as  31st  from  my  records#  So, 
perhaps  my  records  are  in  error  as  his  letter  was  easily  and  clearly  read, 
even  from  photostatic  copy,  _ 

GENEALOGICAL  SOCIElY 

Ihg.  early  Hassells  in  America  ^  ^  CHURCH  OF  JESUS  CHRIST 

Though  our  Hassells  are  yet  rooted  in  GQfh^5J“iliese^nones  may  be  of 
interest  concerning  the  name: 

From  Burke’s  Landed  Gentry:  Rev.  Thomas  Hassell,  believed  to  have  been 
of  the  same  family  of  Has  ell  of  Dalemain,  Cumberland  (see  Landed  Gentry  of 
Great  Britain)  the  founder  of  this  family  in  America  settled  in  S.C.  in  1705; 
he  became  in  I7I4J4  the  first  Episcopal  minister  of  the  parish  of  St,  Thomas 
and  St.  Dennis  in  S.C.;  b.  6  Aug.  1683;  mar*  21  Jan,  17li|  to  Elizabeth  Ashby, 
and  died  17Uh«  Eight  children,  of  whom  Andrew  Hassell  of  S,C,,  b,  22  Mar, 
1729, ••his  son,  Andrew  Hasell  of  S.C,,  b,  1  Oct,  1755;  ••  his  eldest  son, 
George  Paddon  Bond  Hassell  of  S.C,,  b.  13  Oct.  1781.. .who  had  sons  Bentley 
Hassel  of  S.C . ,  b .  1807,  other  unnamed,  etc... 


Ono  Hassell  correspondent  says:  ”Tho  nnmo  is  Norwegian,  My  great 
grandfather  was  Milos  or  Nils  Hassell,  a  shipowner.  When  or  how  he  came  to 
America,  wo  do  not  know.  We  aro  not  even  certain  where  he  came  from.  His 
widow,  originally  a  Baines,  emigrated  from  North  Carolina  to  Alabama  before 

1819...." 


Apparently  more  Hassells  lived  in  Tyrell  County,  North  Carolina,  than 
any  other  American  section  at  one  time.  The'  1790  U.S,  census  shows  there 
were  22  heads  of  the  household  named  Hassell,  including  our  given  names  of 
Edward,  Joseph  and  Solomon. 


This  sketch  is  being  sent  to  others  who  are  not  descendants  of  Edward 
Hassell  in  the  hopes  that  sharing  this  data  may  even  yield  clues  as  to  our 
ancestry  beyond  the  point  which  has  already  been  established,  I  do  express 
the  belief  that  with  proper  research  and  enough  of  it,  our  Hassells  can  be 
found  in  the  Carolinas  or  where  they  came  from  to  Georgia,  Keep  in  mind 
that  it  takes  funds  to  do  so, 

March  1959  -  by  Aurora  C.  Shaw,  2525  Oak  Street,  Jacksonville  I j.,  Florida 
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